
 

Year 5/6 

Spring Term 1 2020 

Earth Matters 
 

English/ Spelling / Grammar 

 
This term our class book is ‘Running Wild’ by 

Michael Morpurgo. We will be starting the term 

by exploring journalistic writing. The children 

will write a newspaper report based on the 

2004 tsunami, so research and discussion about 

this at home would be useful. We will then be 

writing an explanation text and finally looking 

at balanced arguments and the use of palm oil. 

We will use the Iceland advert to support 

learning.  

 

In grammar, we will be focusing on apostrophes, 

clauses and parenthesis.  

Reading 
 

Each class will be reading Running Wild by 

Michael Murpurgo. It is the story of a boy who 

is saved from the Indonesian tsunami by an 

elephant. Michael Murpurgo is an inspiring 

writer and has written many novels that the 

children may wish to try. There will be plenty 

of Michael Murpurgo books in our reading 

corners. The teachers’ personal favourites are: 

The Butterfly Lion, Kensuke’s Kingdom and War 

Horse. 

 

The children may also wish to expand their 

geography knowledge by reading non-fiction 

books about the Earth, tsunamis and palm oil.  

Religious Education 
 

This half term we will be discussing how 

a belief in the Kingdom of God inspires 

and influences Christians across the 

world. We will also be exploring 

Hinduism beliefs.  

Computing 
 

Our theme for this half term is ‘We 

Are Travel Writers’. The children will 

be writing and presenting a travel 

brochure. They will need to use their 

research skills in order to create the 

brochure. 

Physical Education 
There will now be a mixture of year 5 and 

year 6 children going swimming depending on 

whether they have passed the national 

curriculum standards. Your child will be told 

if they are still swimming on a Tuesday 

afternoon. If not they will then take part in 

PE.  

Both year groups will take part in outdoor 

games during the week.  

Mathematics 
 

We will begin the half term with a focus on 

measurement including reading time. Then we 

will move onto fractions, decimals and 

percentages. We will end the half term with 

algebra and ratio and proportion. 

 

The children will continue to develop their 

reasoning and problem solving skills. They will 

also complete weekly arithmetic activities 

and times table challenges. 
 

Topic 
Our topic will start with a geography focus. 

We will be learning about weather and 

climates around the world and tsunamis, 

earthquakes and volcanoes. Furthermore, the 

children will learn about mountains and the 

water cycle. Later in the term, we will focus 

on biology. The children will study life cycles, 

classification and micro-organisms. Finally, 

the children will use their DT skills to make 

an Eden Project.  


